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November TNR and Support Activity 

In November we did 18 neuters and 10 spays and two adopters arranged spays on their own.  We took 19 kittens into foster care and placed 21 kittens for adoption.  There are still some kittens available for adoption, but Elizabeth is keeping Smudge and Linda V is keeping Ophelia.   
Throughout November volunteers worked many hours selling tickets.  In addition to the bath and beauty basket, we are raffling a beautiful Christmas blanket made by Linda’s mother and a jolly tole painted Santa wall hanging made by Gail.  We owe a huge thank you to all the people who went out over and over again to man those ticket tables.  It was a very busy month and you did great!  Working solo, Becky made up an Avon and Tupperware basket and had great success selling tickets on it as well.   All draws will be December 20.  

We have rented a storage locker and mailbox at Atcan and are currently running a food drive, organized by Elaine, in order to be ready to feed our feral colonies over the winter.  We recently became aware of a colony in the Memramcook area where there are about 30 cats.  The care giver reports that some freeze to death every winter, so Sandra’s husband has volunteered to build two shelters for them. 

Sadie Sept 12th to Nov 15th 2008
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“God sent this tiny Kitten here, to remind us why we do what we do. If there were no kind people to rescue these little Angels, imagine where they would be.  I know we will feel the loss of little Sadie for some time, but always remember what she was here for.  To remind us that so many need so little from us to be happy, a little love and kindness goes a long way.” …. Gail 
Not all ca-r-ma stories have a happy ending.  Tiny Sadie was very small and when she became ill the vets and volunteers did all they could, but she did not have the strength to survive.  She is sincerely mourned by her foster Moms, Lynda, Marlah and Gail.  Her short life was filled with love and she died in Gail’s arms.  Marlah and Gail laid Sadie to rest with the cats and kittens Marlah has loved and lost over the years.  
Growing ca-r-ma Moncton 
The organization that started with five people…six, if you count me…now has over thirty volunteers.  Our name is beginning to be recognized in the Moncton area and we get calls daily from people wanting help, wanting to contribute or wanting to adopt.   The need for help is overwhelming, but it is very gratifying to see the feral animals getting fat and sassy after being altered and to place the foster kittens in the arms of their loving forever families.   
One side effect of all this growth is that with everything that is going on, some volunteers may feel at a loss as to how to get involved.  Marlah and I do the best we can to make sure everybody is informed of all events, but we are volunteers too, so if we sometimes do not give you all the attention you would like, I hope you will understand our days are more than full with ca-r-ma business and we do have families and lives of our own.  ca-r-ma Moncton is run by volunteers, so you are the organization.  If you think “someone” should do something, you are that “someone”.  Volunteers are my responsibility. If you feel you are not being called upon often enough, call me.  If you feel you are being called upon too much, call Kelly.  (Just kidding; you can call me for that too.)  

Basically our volunteers fall into three categories, and several people work in more than one.  Animal services volunteers carry out ca-r-ma’s core duties: TNR and placement.  They trap and transport animals, foster kittens, handle medical treatment as prescribed by our vets, photograph and advertise our kittens, screen adopters, place the little ones and transport foster kittens to and from vet appointments.  PR and fundraising volunteers provide the support that makes the animal services possible. They sell raffle tickets, canvass for donations, manage begging boxes, work for events such as yard sales and bake sales, design marketing material and speak for ca-r-ma Moncton to the public and the press.  Administrative volunteers keep the books, take and respond to messages, send out receipts, pick up, balance, and pay bills, handle correspondence and newsletter writing, research costs and make purchases, update volunteer lists, handle volunteer questions, print forms, keep files, produce financial reports, write letters and research questions and issues relative to ca-r-ma.
All volunteers are encouraged to speak up and find their niche, or create a niche for themselves.  Everything you do, regardless of how minor you may think it is, makes this organization work.  You are ca-r-ma.org Moncton and you are growing strong.

Financial Stuff
In the month of November we took in $40 in donations without receipts, $1490 from donations with receipts, $70.01 from the begging boxes, and $708 from ticket sales on the bath and beauty basket, $55 from ticket sales on the Santa wall hanging and $176 from ticket sales on the Christmas blanket.   Our vet bills totalled $1904.63, so in this very busy month we actually took in more than we spent.   My printer finally died after printing thousands of sheets for ca-r-ma.org, which is why volunteers without email have not seen a newsletter recently.  Rebecca has offered to donate a printer, which is much appreciated. It will be put to good use and will save us the expense of buying one.
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ca-r-ma.org Moncton gratefully acknowledges the support of  Maritime Animal Hospital, Elmwood Animal Hospital and Oulton’s College vet tech program.    


 Our vets make our work possible.  











