CATT!TUDES
ca-r-ma.org Moncton Volunteer Bulletin        Volume 19 Dec 2008_
December TNR and Support Activity 

In November we did 5 spays and 12 neuters. We cannot spay feral cats in winter because they would freeze with their tummies shaved, but where cats can be hand-caught and determined to be male, we continue to neuter.  We have also begun altering kittens that are in foster care pending adoption, and, thanks to Oulton’s, we were able to alter four cats owned by low income families.   We lost two kittens, Boots and Demon, to feline leukemia.  Boots became ill while in foster care with Eileen and was euthanized.  Demon had been taken in by the care giver at his colony, became ill in that home and died at Maritime.  Both kittens were from the Pine Tree colony and the discovery of feline leukemia in that colony makes it even more essential that we spay/neuter to prevent kittens being born just to suffer and die. 
Fundraising came to an end for the year with four draws on December 15 and 20th.  The food drive was amazingly successful and we have enough food in our locker to get us through most of the winter.  Many thanks Elaine and the local radio stations for their support, and to Maritime, Shediac Vet Hospital and Adriaan’s for accepting donations. Joanna and I appeared on Rogers’ channel 10 and Marlah and Gail were interviewed by the Times Transcript which resulted in an excellent article.   

Sandra’s husband constructed two shelters and delivered them to the needy colony Fanny told us about.  With winter setting in, we have received a number of calls for help from people feeding cats in and around the city.  We are delivering food as the calls come in, and may need to build one or two more shelters.
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Fundraising Successes
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At the left, draw winner Kelly Gould accepts a tole painted Santa from Gail, who made the beautiful wall hanging herself.   At the right, winner Adam LeBlanc accepts a huge basket of Avon and Tupperware products from Becky, who assembled the basket with the help of her friend Shelley and sold the tickets herself with a little help from friends.
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At the left, above, winner Jackie Leaman accepts a wonderful hand knit blanket with Christmas motifs on it from Marlah. The blanket was donated by Linda V. and made by her mother.  At the right, winner Lisa Callendar accepts the big bath a beauty basket from Gail.  Kelly assembled the basket with donations from herself and other volunteers and coordinated ticket sales on the Santa, blanket and basket. The setting for the indoor presentations was Gail’s beautifully decorated living room.  The Santa raffle brought in $146, the Christmas blanket raised $465, the Avon and Tupperware basket raised $758 and the bath and beauty basket raised $1545 for a total of $2914.   This is a huge boost to our budget.  In addition to the people mentioned above, a huge thank you goes out to everybody who was involved in ticket sales and to Sobey’s Northwest Centre for allowing us to sell ticket in their lobby several times during this campaign.   
Financial Stuff
In December we received $105 in donations without receipts, $2285.40 in donations with receipts and $629.75 in donations in kind.  The donations in kind included the materials for the cat shelters donated by Sandra and various fundraising items donated throughout the year by Kelly.  The begging boxes brought in $440.19.  Raffle ticket sales on the bath and beauty basket came to $441, on the Avon and Tupperware basket $758, on the Santa $91 and on the Christmas basket $289.   Total receipts were $5039.34.  We spent $165.36 on Christmas baskets and Paul McFadden prints for the vet offices that support us.  Thanks to donations of prints from Elizabeth and Kelly, we were able to give both a basket and a print to Maritime, Elmwood, Shediac and the Oulton vet tech college.  Elaine’s donation of a case of wine and Elizabeth’s donation of Christmas cards enabled us to thank several other friends and supporters of ca-r-ma.org Moncton.  Vet expenses were $1845.38 and we spent $55.45 on a dry kitten food.  Materials for the shelters came to $151.18 (offset by donation from Sandra) and volunteer mileage totalled $1996.88 (offset by donations from volunteers claiming mileage).  Mileage was exceptionally high this month as Elizabeth claimed and donated to cover her mileage for the year, which totalled over 3000 kilometres used trapping and transporting animals and delivering food and care to colonies and foster kittens.  Our locker rental for November and December came to $167.50 and we spent $22.37 to rent a booth at the Dieppe market and $458.92 for various fund raising items for the year (offset by donation from Kelly).  Total expenses were $4853.14 so we ended the month with a surplus of $186.20.  
2008   The Year That Was
2008 was the first full year of operation for ca-r-ma.org Moncton.   In this year, we altered 122 feral cats.  It is difficult to say exactly how many non-feral cats and kittens were altered and placed for adoption because some of the alters were 2007 kittens that became old enough for surgery early in 2008 and a number of kittens are currently in foster care pending adoption and will be altered and adopted in 2009. Nonetheless, our records show 154 non-feral animals were processed this year.  In 2007, we altered 66 feral and 23 non-feral cats and kittens, so we are approaching the 400 mark in terms of cats we have altered and kittens we currently have in care pending altering and adoption
For the volunteers involved directly with the cats and kittens it has been a year of triumph and tears.  Marlah saved Destiny, but was not able to save her siblings.  Gail and Marlah were able to bring about a miraculous recovery for Chance and Hopewell, but lost their sibling.  We lost a kitten from Fanny’s colony to peritonitis, but Tally, who has the same illness, is doing well and may be one of the scant 15% that survive this difficult disease.  Furby, Faith’s brother that we thought was gone forever, was found and nursed back to health by Elizabeth.  For the first time, we encountered deformity in Tiny, Timmy and Main Man, but we also met loving people willing to give them homes where they are all flourishing.  Although Cassidy has on-going problems with his twisted foot, he has found a wonderful forever home with Linda.  We made dozens of food deliveries and provided new shelters as needed. It takes great strength and dedication to work directly with the cats and kittens and all of our trappers and foster parents are doing amazing things.
In terms of PR and fundraising, 2008 was a year of learning and growth.  We have had several very successful encounters with the local press.  The radio stations continue to support us with public service announcements. We got colourful new flyers through participation in the Hands Up Expo and a sponsor provided t shirts for the NBLCC volunteers. Our major fundraisers included an NBLCC canvass, two bake sales, a yard sale and six raffles.  Every time we do an event, we learn more about how to handle these activities successfully.  Kelly has done a great job co-ordinating the raffles and she and many other volunteers baked huge amounts of food for the bake sales.  David coordinated the NBLCC canvass, and Joanna, Elizabeth and Kelly managed the yard sale.  Rebecca, Kelly and Gail set up the Hands Up event and again, several volunteers took turns manning the booth.  We have had constant help with our many PR/Fundraising events from so many of you, and it is much appreciated.
You, the volunteers and supporters, are ca-r-ma.org Moncton.  As you look back on 2008, you have so much to be proud of.  Through your actions, whether you are working directly with the cats and kittens or providing the means by which we continue this work, you have alleviated suffering, improved lives and prevented thousands of kittens from being born unwanted.  Your strength, dedication and courage is amazing and you made 2008 an amazing year.
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ca-r-ma.org Moncton gratefully acknowledges the support of  Maritime Animal Hospital, Elmwood Animal Hospital and Oulton’s College vet tech program.    


 Our vets make our work possible.  











